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. About an anclent mound, where
= maoy centuries ago a now forzotlen
race worshipped, at the present day
there appears mystic figurcs wear-
R fng cowls and masks and singing
sirange incantations that in their
fJ, weirdness seem to be revivals of the
i) chants of the original dwellers of
1 the land
These men or the Monks of Caho-
kia, come at nlght to honer the
i memory of that forgotien race of
: cenluries agn. Not one is known to
the other, not a word is spoken «x-

= cept the strange incaptation and no
- eyee save those of the monks are al-
1 lowed to gaze on the mystic rites for
g the dead buried béneath that mound
1‘ The Mound of Cahokia is near

1t Edst St. Louls, It ig the work of the

= mound builders and its histor;
:;_" lost in the oblivion of the past

‘_ ! The Monks of Canokia are busi-
| ness men of Illinois. They now num-
¥

ber more than 500, yet as was said
before, durlng the entire ceremony
at the mound the identity of cacl
monk is concealed from that of the
other and no word is Inlerchanged
between them

There, before that mystic pile that
containg beneath it the bones of per-
haps the oldest inhabitants of this
continent, with the moon as the only
light for ceremony, the Monks of
Cahokia chant their sad song 1o the
- memory of a forgotien race
1 The chant of the new in the hon-
i or of the old is the only link that
= binds a forgotten moni
1 builders to the present generation of
Sl  Monks.
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| DRESS LIKE
4 KU ELUX.
i The organization of the Monks of
Cahokia was formed many Years

8go and not until recently were the

names of any of its members known.

Ag mysterious as the Ku Klux or the

=B night riders of Kentucky, these men
= in their cowls and wearing masks
gathered at periods 1o enguge in
Ol their mystic work. Glimmcring
3 lights appearing as will-o-the-wispa
occasionally gave 1o passershy a
glimpse of this secret organizallon
at ilg ritualiste work, but the full
account of what occurrs about the
mound when the monks are at their

oy prayers or raiher incantations ey-
ol ‘er has been fully known.

- é There are weird sounds, slrange
— nolses and strange words as the

Bongs are sung for the dead of Ca-
hokla Mound. The flecting figures in
thelr queer garb, ihe almoat uncan-
ny sounds of the incantations and
the very mystery of the action of
A the monks, might lead to the belief
that the dead mound bullders were

-
- 3:’!' relncarnated and were singing tbeir
~f laments.
" Until recently the names of the
2 Jeaders of the Monks were ghrouded
= In mygtery. Some of Lhe forms were
J"‘[ Tecognized, but the Monks never re-
- vealed any of their sccrets or ad-
A mitted even their membership.
- However, they finally declded that
' -r"l - ' this glgantic mound should be per-
"IN Petuated, and decided to call on con-

T, &ress to purchase the lund on which
It {8 located, Congress, however,

failed to act favorably and now ibe

INGRESS 1
ASKED TO
£ % PRESE
RE-HKISTORIC
- MOUNDS 3%

Monks Of Cahokia Observe Strange

el Ritual In Honor Of a By-gone Race—Dress
3] ~and Ceremonies Resemble That Of the
Ku Klux--The Members Of This Secret
| Organization In Illinois Are Now

Engaged In a Weird Task
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matler is before the Illinols lezisla-
ture.

The publicity necessary for such a
project revesled ihe names of the
leaders of the movement. George E
Little of Edwardsville is Lord High
Chancellor and J. H. Dierker of Ed-
wardsville s amapuensis. AmOng
the recently admitied members are
Congressman Willlam E. Dodeubers,
Judge W. E. Hadley of Edwardaville
and Dr. Henry H. Whelpley, an arch-
cologist of Louis, who has ex-
plored the ancient mound and has
faken from it mMany valuable relics.

St

MIXING IN
THE MODERX.

The membership of the order now
equals H60, more than 150 new ones
being initinted al a recent meeting
at the Elks' club. This was one of
ihe few initiations not held atl the
motind itself, and antiguity was m.x-
ed with the modern by a cabarel fol-
lowing the initlation.

Boefore the service the Monks in
{heir strange garb the
streets of Lasl St Louis, headed by a
brass band, They were so disgulsed
by their masks and with the hood of
their cowls drawn over their heads
{Lat it was impossible for the crowd
that viewed the parade to recognize
any individual

paraded
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The Mound of Cahokia !s in St
Clair county, Illinois. It is surround-
¢d by 4 chain of smaller mounds, In
all there are 26 mounds in an area of
250 weres and It is this land that
the Monks have asked the state of
Il1linpis to purchase as a park

The history of the ancient race that
constructed these mounds is buried
in the deepest antiguity. Archae-
ologists are certain that they even
ante-dated the Indians who were
supposed to be the first inhabitauts
of this continent

Geologista, oo, give to the mound
builders a very early Jnrrlpd in the
history of the world. It is certain
from observations of both clasees
of seientists that at some period es-
{imated as far back as 10,000 to 20,-
000 years ago by the geologists and
2000 to 5,000 by archeologista and
historians, there lived in America an
ancient race that in many ways ¢x-
celled in accomplishiments the In-
dians who succeeded them.

What the exact period of their ex-
j¢tence wag never will be learned,
unless al some future date the ex-
ploration of some of the mounds re-
veils tablets that will give the world
the history of this most anciepl race.
HISTORY
IN DOUBT.

Whether they flourisbed before the
glacial period has not been esiab-
lished. The high-clasa of their
work indlcates that perbaps It was
after the glacial peried. Drawiog
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on the rocks on the blufis along the
Mississippl river may have been by
the mound dwellers or the Indians
who succeeded them, These draw-
ings in a mixture of red fire ciay
and some peculiarly lasting oil, Tep-
resentled sirange birds and animais
now long extinet One prominent
one drawn on the limestone of the
bluffs is of the Mlasa bird, a bird of
mylhology (hat may have Lad
something 1o do with the religlous
worship of this anclent race

The exploration of many of the
mounds found throughout the Unit-
cd States broughbi forth indicalions
that the mound builders were of the
seame high order of civilization as
the Egyplians, il not of a contempo-
ranecous period

Their poltery work far excelled
that of the Indians who inhabit the
United States.

They had pots and vases with
handles, showing the highor acowmmn-
plishment in the production of clay
utensils

They had spears with Iron heads
and bodies of bamboo, crudely fugh-
foncd Knives of iron blades aod
wooden handles

They had mills for grinding meal,
the latter showing that in civiliza-
tion they surpassed the Indian, al-
though they ante-dated them,

The mound bullders evidently
were a peaceful nation. They hunt-
ed pgume as the relics of animals
found in the monnde indicate. They
apparently  cultivated grain. They
had a high degree of cultivation,
Tuey were bome loving. Notling has
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been discovered to indicate that they
ever warred Little there s to In-
dicate that there were heroes among
them or that any were called on 1o
defend their homes.

What became of this anclent race?
Certainly they were not wiped out
by the Indians as there {5 nothiog in
the history of the latter race lo in-
dicate this
WHAT WAS
THEIR FATE!?

It almost s certain that the rav-
ages of disease could not have wiped
out 4 nation that apparcently was
spread not only over North America,
but evidence of which also is found
in South America. Further proof
that they lived before the great pin-
clal period ia found o the fact
that in the ruins are found the boues
of prehistorle animals—animals that
were 80 glgantie that nothing but
nature ltsell could have rendered
them extinet.

There are many positive proofs
thut through & depression in yearly
temperature a glaclal period Invaded
Europe, Northern Asia and Nortb
Amerlea, burying wide expanses of
territory under an  ice-sheet of
whose character and extent morth-
ern Greenland with its surface
capper by ice can afford ap idea. The
immediate result of this sudden ¢li-
matic change was an cssential alter-
ativo in the fauva. Animal forms

the

fmpared
climate, that could nelther resist it
or adapl themselvesg to i, were at
first driven back and then annoibilat-
ed

Were, then, the ancient builders of

that were unequal to

mounds of Cahokin and of other
such mounds throughout the Unlied
States among thoso to be caught in
the glacial period—that ancient time
that ante-dates history Itsclf anl is
known only from the unmistakable
marks of its existence that archheol-
ogists and geologists have found?

The glacinl or drift period drove
many animals from the western
hemisphere to the eastern across
what Is now Behring sca.

Thus it {8 spparent that the last
vestige of human lile disappeared
after the great lee toes came down
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from i{he north, When after thou-
sands of years this fce melted there
came to North America the Indians,
They found the land uninhablited.
Put did they find the sgame mounds
thal are now scen through the coun-
fry?

Whether or not the mound bulld-
ers pre-dated them perhaps never
will be learned,

1t 1s this very mystery that the
Monks of Cahokia today worship.
There is something strange about
those mounds as one views them.
They cannot but recall vivid mental
representations of an era long sone
when & strange race trod there.

It Is this veneration for antiquity
that created the Monks of Cahokia,
the most uniqule organization of ilr
kind ip the United Stales
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